Double happiness : bicultural men - identity and learning : a study of Australian-Chinese men born in the 20th century by Hoy, DM
  
 
 
 
 
 
DOUBLE HAPPINESS: 
BICULTURAL MEN - IDENTITY AND LEARNING 
A study of Australian-Chinese men born in the 20th century 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DORATHY M.  HOY 
B.Ed Adult Education (Hons); Dip Teacher Librarianship;  
Dip Early Childhood Education; NSW Teachers’ Certificate 
 
 
 
 
 
A thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
 
Adult Education Programme 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
University of Technology Sydney 
 
2013 
  
ii 
 
 iii 
Table of Contents 
 
ABSTRACT	  ...................................................................................................................	  iv	  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	  ............................................................................................	  vi	  
1   INTRODUCTION	  ......................................................................................................	  1	  
2   LITERATURE REVIEW	  ...........................................................................................	  6	  
3   DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY	  ..........................................................................	  35	  
4	  	  	  RESULTS	  AND	  ANALYSIS	  ............................................................................................	  53	  
5	   CONCLUSION	  ......................................................................................................	  191	  
6  BIBLIOGRAPHY	  ....................................................................................................	  202	  Appendix	  1	  	   TABLES	  .....................................................................................................................................	  208	  Appendix	  2	  	   CHARTS	  ....................................................................................................................................	  210	  Appendix	  3	   PARTICIPANT	  DETAILS	  .....................................................................................................	  212	  Appendix	  4	   CONSENT	  FORM	  FOR	  STUDENT	  RESEARCH	  ............................................................	  213	  Appendix	  6	   EXAMPLES	  of	  	  INTERVIEW	  	  QUESTIONS	  ...................................................................	  215	  Appendix	  7	   INFORMATION	  LETTER	  FOR	  STUDENT	  RESEARCH	  .............................................	  217	  
iv 
ABSTRACT 
Chinese were early settlers in Australia but little has been written of Australian-Chinese 
men now living in the twenty-first century, some of whom can trace their lineage, in the 
Australian context, across centuries. The focus here on this demographic was because of 
personal involvement with the lives and culture of Australian-Chinese people domiciled 
or linked to the Sydney region.  
 
The question was how has a cross-cultural context effected the patterns of life long 
learning and the identities of Australian-Chinese men born between 1915 and 1945?  
All forty-three participants were retired Australian-Chinese men, who were either born 
in Australia or immigrated here, mainly as young people. The research explored their 
learning, formal education, adaptation to another culture, and identity development. A 
mixed methodology was used to ascertain that a change had been definitely effected, 
and that the difference was not a momentary transformation. 
 
The study involved the collection of biographical data using three instruments: the data 
collection process included a video-taped interview with each participant, usually in 
their own home, to discuss their opinions and lives: secondly, they answered an 
information-gathering questionnaire: and they completed a psychological self-
assessment instrument, the Cross-Cultural Adaptability Inventory (CCAI). This 
investigation also noted their work histories, community involvement, and what they 
thought they had achieved during their lifetime.  It was anticipated that the combination 
of all these factors would yield more than sufficient qualitative and quantitative data for 
assessment, so as to explore the learning, identity formation, and transcultural 
adaptation of each man in the study. Two well-tested theories were referenced in this 
process. The first by La Fromboise et al. (1993) basically examined biculturalism, and 
the second by Levinson et al. (1978), considered the seasons of a man’s life, and each 
theory added strength to the deliberations that sought to answer the research question.  
 
This research enlarged understanding of twentieth century Australian-Chinese men, 
their learning paradigms, identity influences, cross-cultural adaptation, and perceptions 
of their achievements. It provided insights to the field of adult learning, education and 
sociology, history and biography. It expanded the image of Australian-Chinese men and 
contributed to the participant’s and their family’s identity and historical record.  
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